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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Abercarn  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  December,  1961. 

Seventeen  deaths  from  cancer,  five  of  the  lung,  and  six 
of  the  stomach  occurred. 

Deaths  from  coronary  disease,  said  to  be  contributed  to 
by  worry  and  smoking  cigarettes,  thirty-two  outnumbered 
deaths  from  strokes  twenty-three.  These  two  circulatory 
causes  would  appear  to  comprise  most  deaths  nowadays. 

The  deaths  from  lung  cancer  and  coronary  disease  might 
perhaps  suggest  the  need  for  propaganda  against  cigarette 
smoking. 

Three  deaths  from  tuberculosis  is  unusually  high  and  this 
is  despite  mass  radiography  at  the  factories  and  visiting  the 
cases  notified. 

Infectious  Diseases  of  children  were  not  unduly  trouble- 
some. The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia 
were  low  and  none  were  noted  as  being  due  to  influenza. 

Influenza  is  not  notifiable  and  one  cannot  know  the  num- 
bers that  occurredi  in  the  epidemic.  One  can  say  that  the  con- 
dition had  a low  mortality — despite  its  causing  temporary  in- 
capacity to  a large  number  of  people. 

Monitoring  for  Gamma  Radiation,  Strontium  90,  over 
the  County  as  a whole,  revealed  a slight  but  quite  unimport- 
ant increase  after  the  Russian  bomb  tests. 
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Area  of  Abercarn  Urban  District  Area  ...  9,543  acres 

Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate  I 9, 1 80 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  5,842 

Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council  1 ,750 

Rateable  Value  1959  £132,347 

1960  £137,354 


1961/62  £141,912 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  1958/59  £418/0/0 

1959/60  £511/0/0 
1960/61  £517/0/0 
1961/62  £529/0/0 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Males 

168 

170 

186 

Females 

156 

171 

188 

324 

341 

374 

Birth  Rate  of 

1 .000  of  the  Population 

1 

Stillbirths. 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Stillbirth  rate  of  1 .000  of 
the  Population  0.75 

0.47 

0.36 

DEATHS. 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Females 

114 

79 

92 

Males 

98 

95 

10'9 

212 

174 

201 

I 


1961 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  374 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  19.49 

Still-Births  ...  ...  ...  •••  7 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  0.36 
Infant  Deaths  . . . ...  ...  • • • 12 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births — 

total  ...  ...  ...  ...  31.4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  •••  29.4 

Neo  Natal  (first  four  weeks)  ...  ...  9 

Deaths  rate  per  1,000  population  14.63 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 
Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year: 

1959  1960 

Boys  ...  ...  5 5 

Girls  ...  ...  5 2 

10  7 


1961 

4 

8 

12 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


31.4 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES. 


All  Causes 
Measles 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

Syphilis 

Tuberculosis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Diarrhoea 

Congenital  Debility 
Premature  Births 
Digestive  Diseases 
Violence 
Other  Causes 


0 to  1 1 to  4 4 weeks  to 

week.  weeks,  one  year. 

9 I 2 


6 — 1 


9 


1 


2 


ACUTE  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES — DEATHS. 


1959  1 

960 

1961 

Bronchitis 

29 

21 

14 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

1 1 

Other  Forms 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

39 

30 

29 

CANCER  DEATHS. 

1959  1 

960 

1961 

Males 

1 '9 

16 

18 

Females 

1 1 

14 

1 8 

— . 

— 

— 

Total 

30 

30 

36 

4 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Principal  Notifiable  Diseases  are  Smallpox,  Typhoid, 
Typhus,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Puerperal  Fever,  Opthalmia  Neonatorum,  Continued 
Fever. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  Principal  Notifiable  Dis- 
eases during  1961. 


I960. 
M,  F. 
95  79 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1961. 


ALL  CAUSES 


Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System 
Tuberculosis — Other  Forms 
Syphillitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neopl 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  of  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease  ...  . . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 


asms 


1961. 

M. 

109 

3 


3 

4 


1 

14 

21 

1 

15 
4 

6 

1 I 

3 


F. 

92 


3 

I 

1 

3 

10 

2 

13 

1 1 

2 

14 

4 

5 
3 
1 
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Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  2 

Hyper-plasia  of  Prostrate  ...  ...  2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  — 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  I 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases...  2 
Motor  Vehicles  Accidents  ...  ...  — 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suicide  . . . ...  ...  ...  — 

Homocide  and  Operations  of  War  ...  — 


2 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


*— 

O | m 

o 

m 

iT\ 

oo 

ce, 

CN 

co* 

•-O 

3 

~2 

Diseases. 

1 

• 

. 

1 

» 

1 

1 

d 

o 

G 

•— 

CO, 

m o 

lT\ 

o 

iCi 

f— 

D 

i 

CN) 

CO, 

o 

Scarlet 

Fever  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Diphtheria  — — — — — — — — — — 

Measles  ...  16  38  56  57  59  232  II  — — — 

Erysipelas  — — — — — — — — — — 

Whooping 

Cough  ...  3 — — 3 2 13  I — — — 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  — — 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum — — 

Dysentery  — — 1 I — 

Pneumonia  — — - — - 


469 


22 


2 


Total  19  38  56  60  61  245  12  I I — — 493 


Total  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups:  49  3. 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  PAST  FOUR  YEARS. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Dysentery 

Diphtheria 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

Meningitis 

Tuberculosis 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Food  Poisoning 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Measles 


958 

10 


14 

4 


130 


959 

2 


14 


17 


1960 

6 

117 


2 

4 


961 


1 

12 

2 


469 


16 


62 


42 


492 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

This  service  continues  to  ibe  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council. 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year 
1961.  If  such  cases  are  notified,  isolation  facilities  exist  at 
Bedwellty  and  Alt-yr-yn  Hospitals. 

Children  under  five  years  of  age  are  innoculated  by  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  from  the  County  Council’s  Public  Health 
Department  at  the  District  Clinics.  School  children  by  the  Area 
Medical  Officer  at  the  Schools. 


Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December  who  had  completed 
a course  of  Immunisation— at  any  time  since  1st  January.  1937  : — 


2 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection  (as 
regards  A)  or  of  reinforcing  injection 
as  regards  B). 


u 

2 

i 

yrs. 

Q . 

>> 

3 

a ►» 
Ph 

T 

r-4 

v-H 

o 

H 

A.  Number  o f children 
who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunis- 
ation in  the  Authority’s 

area  (including  temporary  90  233  43  368 

residents  during  the  six 
months  ended  3 1 st  Decem- 
ber, 1961). 


B.  Number  o f children 
who  received  a secondary 
(reinforcing)  injection  (i.e., 
subsequently  to  primary 

immunisation  at  an  earlier  — 7 I 3 2 

age)  during  the  six  months 
ended  31st  December, 

1961. 


As  can  be  seen  from  the  above-mentioned  tables  your  Area 
Health  Officer  is  pleased  to  report  a substantial  increase  in  the 
completed  course  of  injections  and  the  reinforcing  injections  in 
regard  to  Diphtheria. 

The  Council  will  be  aware  that  in  general  over  the  last  few 
years  primary  immunisation  and  reinforcing  injections  in  regard 
to  diphtheria  have  not  been  preceded  with,  owing  to  the  con- 
centrated efforts  made  in  regard  to  injecting  against  Infantile 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Vaccination — Smallpox. 

Vaccination  for  the  year  totalled  ...  •••  ' '2 

The  following  table  is  submitted  for  your  information  . 
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(1)  Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re- vaccinated) 

during  the  period. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1 

1—2  2—4  5—14  15  or 

over 

Total 

Number 

vaccinated 

..  55 

21  10  1 13 

100 

Number 

re-vaccinated. . 

. 

— — 4 8 

12 

(2)  Number  of  Cases  Specially  Reported  during  Period 
(Age  Groups  as  above). 

(a)  Generalised 

Vaccinia  ...  — — — — — — 

(b)  Post-vaccinal 

Encephalo- 
myelitis ...  — — — — — — 

(c)  Death  from 
complications 
of  vaccination 
other  than  (a) 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE  ATTENDANCES. 

Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  the  year 
1961,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table,  for  your  information: 


Centres. 

Under  1 

1960 

1959 

1954-58 

Cwmcarn 

...  96 

85 

85 

160 

Newbridge 

...  213 

138 

131 

129 

Hafodyrynys 

...  57 

54 

35 

74 

Pantside 

...  45 

44 

81 

62 

41  1 

321 

332 

425 
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Centre. 

Under  1 

Cwmcarn 

...  1,577 

Newbridge 

...  1,915 

Hafodyrynys 

...  691 

Pantside 

...  227 

4,410 

Over  1 

Over  2 

Under  2 

Under  5 

1 otal 

558 

546 

2,181 

299 

310 

2,557 

236 

335 

1,252 

72 

54 

343 

1,165 

1,245 

6,333 

Attendances  at  the  Cwmcarn  Centre 
Attendances  at  the  Newbridge  Centre 
Attendances  at  the  Hafodyrynys  Centre 
Attendances  at  the  Pantside  Centre 


2,181 

2,557 

1,252 

343 


Total  attendances  for  the  year  1961 


6,333 


SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES. 


Total  Cases  on  Register 
31-12-60 
New  Cases,  1961 
Deaths 
Recovered 
Removed  for  Other 
Reasons 

Removed  from  District... 
Total  Cases  on 

Register  31-12-61 


Non- 


Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

91 

87 

15 

17 

4 

7 



2 

1 



2 

4 



1 

1 



. — 

— 



90 

88 

15 

17 

Total 

120 
1 1 
3 
6 


210 


The  Committee  must  in  no  way  feel  despondent  m re- 
gard to  the  above  tables,  set  out  for  your  information. 
Especially  when  one  reads  such  symposium  Tuberculosis,  is 

the  end  in  sig'ht  ? 

Like  most  records  compiled  over  many  years,  the  figures 
be  misleading.  For  instance  we  have  patients  sti  1 in 


can 
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Tuberculosis  Register  notified  in  1929  aged  40  years,  while 
there  are  several  others  notified  almost  twenty  years  ago  aged 
over  50. 

1 see  no  reason  why  these  persons,  both  male  and  female 
cannot  be  invited  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  X-rays 
and  if  necessary  other  tests,  pronounced  fit  and  removed 
from  the  register. 

In  this  way  1 have  reason  to  believe  the  persons  so  re- 
gistered could  be  reduced  by  as  many  as  50.  In  this  way  by 
the  time  the  Annual  Report  is  produced  for  the  year  1963, 
the  above  tables  will  be  more  realistic  as  it  were. 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Out-Breaks  in  the  Area  of 
the  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
1st  January,  1961,  to  31st  December,  1961. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  46/49  (Wales)  dated  24th  May, 
1949,  Returns  as  per  Memo  188/MED.  (Appendix  I)  are  sub- 
mitted herewith. 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected). 

Local  Authority  Abercarn  Urban  District  Council,  year  1st 
January,  1961,  to  31st  December,  1961. 

(2nd)  Food  Poisoning  Notification  Corrected  Return  to  R.G. 

1st  Qtr.  2nd  Qtr.  3rd  Qtr.  4th  Qr.  Total 

(3rd)  Outbreaks  due  to  identified  Agents. 

Total  Outbreaks:  I.  Total  Cases:  I. 

(3rd  A)  Outbreaks  due  to  Salmonella  Organisms:  I 

(4th)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 

Total  Outbreaks:  2.  Total  Cases:  5. 

( 5th  ) Outbreaks. 

Single  Cases  ...  ...  ...  | 

Agent  Identified  ...  ...  ...  — 

Unknown  Cases  ...  ...  ...  5 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 
SUMMARY  OF  DETAILS. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  mentioned  details,  six 
cases  were  notified  by  the  General  Practitioner.  These  six 
cases  were  contained  in  two  outbreaks,  affecting  one  single 
case  only  in  one  family,  and  in  the  second  outbreak  the  whole 
family  of  five  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Food  Poisoning. 
It  was  only  possible  to  get  bacteriological  confirmation  in 
one  patient  only  in  this  family,  and  although  the  Corrected 
Return  to  the  Register  General  showed  one  case  confirmed, 
and  the  remainder  of  four  unconfirmed,  beyond  question  all 
suffered  and  showed  typical  Food  Poisoning  Symptoms. 

Unfortunately,  no  food  samples  were  obtainable,  as  the 
patients  had  consumed  the  made  up  trifles.  Within  24  hours 
of  consuming  the  trifles  they  showed  typical  Food  Poisoning 
symptoms,  and  were  severely  ill  for  six  days. 

The  mother  and  daughter  recovered  after  nine  days,  and 
although  sampling  of  faeces  took  place  of  the  whole  family, 
on  at  least  two  separate  occasions,  bacteriological  confirm- 
ation was  only  obtainable  in  the  case  of  the  male. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Medical  Offider  of  Health  : 

Dr.  H.  V.  M.  Jones,  M.B.  (Lon.),  D.P.H.  (Liv.). 
Public*  Health  Inspector : 

Lloyd  G.  Hale,  M.P.H.I.A.,  M.R.S.H. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

These  services  are  maintained  by  the  County  Council  at 
Newbridge,  Cwmcarn,  Hafodyrynys  and  Trinant. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  Council’s  Area,  but 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  Infectious  Diseases  cases  to 
be  admitted  to  the  Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital,  Aberbargoed. 
and  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital,  Newport. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  to  administer  this 
service.  This  duty  is  performed  by  their  Area  Medical  Officers. 
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Ambulance  Service. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  the  County  Council  now  administers  the  Ambulance 
Service. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Pathological  Specimen*. 

Samples  of  Milk,  Ice-Cream,  Water  and  samples  from  the 
Council’s  Swimming  Baths  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
at  the  County  Hall  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  Council  is  a constituent  Authority  of  the  Abertillerv 
and  District  Water  Board.  The  chief  supply  is  obtained  from 
Giwyne-Fawr  Reservoir  situated  in  the  Black  Mountains, 
Breconshire;  subsidiary  supplies  are  obtained  from  local  sources. 
The  water  is  ol  good  quality  and  large  supplementary  quantities 
were  obtained  from  Llanover  Scheme.  The  water  is  sampled 
by  the  Board  and  from  time  to  time  by  the  Local  Authority 
(who  submitted  samples  for  bacteriological  examination). 
Where  necessary  the  supplies  were  chlorinated  by  the  Board’s 
Officials. 

Number  of  houses  with  piped  supply  ...  5,828 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  wells  and 

springs)  ...  ...  ...(estimated)  14 

Approximate  population  supplied  from  Public 

Water  Mains,  direct  to  houses  ...  ...  19,164 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  of  Water  Supplies 
and  systems  generally,  where  the  pressure  was  reported  to  be 
low.  Upon  inspection  it  was  found  that  in  almost  all  cases  the 
corrosion  of  pipes  was  responsible  for  inadequate  supplies  for 
all  domestic  purposes.  In  such  cases,  Informal  Notices  and 
where  necessary  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  138  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  Section  30  of  the 
Water  Act,  1945,  were  served  with  complete  success. 

Sewer*  and  Drain*. 

The  Council  is  a constituent  Member  of  the  Western 
Valley  Sewerage  Board.  The  Council  s subsidiary  sewers  are 
connected  to  the  Main  Trunk  Sewer. 
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Scavenging. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  twice  weekly. 
The  tip  is  situated  at  Field’s  Park,  and  also  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  District  in  Trinant. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Regular  inspections  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  and 
Fly  Breeding  have  been  carried  out,  and  extensive  treatments 
for  the  elimination  of  rodents  and  flies  are  continually  being 
undertaken. 

Rainfall. 

The  table  shows  the  monthly  rainfall,  also  the  day  of  the 
month  when  the  greatest  fall  occurred. 


Greatest  fall  No.  of  days 

in  24  hours  with  0.01  ins. 


Month. 

Rainfall 

in  inches. 

Date. 

or  more. 

January 

6.65 

0.90 

28-  1-61 

21 

F ebruary  . . 

4.47 

0.62 

26-  2-61 

14 

March 

0.22 

0.15 

28-  3-61 

2 

April 

1 i.61 

1.53 

25-  4-61 

23 

May 

2.38 

0.51 

2-  5-61 

7 

June 

2.72 

1.12 

17-  6-61 

5 

July 

2.62 

0.50 

14-  7-61 

10 

August 

4.36 

1.27 

10-  8-61 

1 1 

September 

3.37 

0.60 

29-  9-61 

15 

October 

8.71 

1.25 

9-10-61 

18 

November 

3.12 

0.42 

7-11-61 

14 

December 

4.38 

0.60 

4-12-61 

8 12-61 

10 

10-12-61 

Total 

54.61 

1.53 

25-  4-61 

150 

Rainfall  is  recorded  at  Abercarn  Cemetery. 

Height  above  Sea  Level : 539.9  feet. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

During  the  year  a further  phase  of  152  houses  were 
completed  at  Trinant.  Leaving  only  forty-four  houses  to  be 
built  in  1962,  in  order  to  complete  the  scheme. 
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The  construction  and  opening  of  the  new  school  ad- 
jacent to  the  Estate,  fulfills  an  urgent  need  and  provides  a 
welcome  and  necessary  amenity. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  final  details  will  shortly  be 
completed  for  the  Shopping  Centre  and  Health  Clinic,  so  that 
construction  can  take  place  without  too  much  loss  of  time. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Urban  Area  population 
figures  (Census  Figures)  showed  a small  increase.  This  as 
the  Committee  will  be  aware  was  largely  brought  about  by 
the  Authority  building  houses  for  letting  by  the  National  Coal 
Board,  attracting  persons  into  the  Area  who  formerly  lived 
outside.  The  population  continued  to  grow,  we  were  one  of 
four  Authorities  in  Monmouthshire  that  showed  population  in- 
creases in  spite  of  the  emigration  of  families  to  Cwmbran 
New  Town,  Newport  and  Cardiff,  where  development  in  gen- 
eral goes  on  unabated. 

Housing  Needs. 

Reports  produced  from  time  to  time  show  that  a very 
large  number  of  persons  still  need  houses. 

It  has  recently  been  suggested  that  as  many  as  eight 
hundred  are  required  by  way  of  general  need  and  the  demo- 
lition of  Council  properties  and  rented  houses. 

Progress  can  be  expected  shortly  at  the  Newport  Road, 
Cwmcarn  and  Railway  Terrace,  Abercarn  Sites  where  pro- 
vision can  be  made  for  some  50  Housing  Units. 

Perhaps  the  Council  would  care  to  give  closer  consider- 
ation to  the  building  of  Senior  Citizens  bungalows  at  the 
top  of  Tynewydd  Terrace  and  continuing  down  to  Cwmtor- 
lais  Road,  Newbridge. 

Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  under  review  23  applications  were  re- 
ceived for  Improvement  Grants: — 

I 9 were  Discretionary  Grants. 

4 were  Standard  Grants. 

Making  a total  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  1949- 
1961  inclusive  of  173.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  figures 
(i.e.,  amount  of  money)  are  not  available  for  inclusion  in  this 
report. 
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1-or  14  years  the  Ministry  of  Housing  has  been  prepared 
to  make  grants  for  the  modernisation  of  old  houses. 

Protracted  ringing  of  the  propaganda  bell  by  private 
firms  and  by  Ministerial  booklets  and  pamphlets  has  not 
brought  the  deluge  of  applications  expected. 

Indeed,  looking  at  the  picture  nationally  the  response 
to  the  schemes  has  been  thoroughly  disappointing.  No  amount 
of  procrastination  can  suggest  otherwise.  The  reason  for  the 
disappointing  national  returns  of  houses  modernised  under 
both  schemes  may  be  complicated.  Especially  in  the  case  of 
private  landlords.  Invariably  these  landlords  are  retired,  buy- 
ing a few  houses  in  his  or  her  "lifetime”  as  an  investment. 
An  investment  that  literally  was  "as  safe  as  houses”.  These 
investments  have  dwindled  away  and  become  in  many  in- 
stances liabilities,  these  landlords  are  not  interested  in  mod- 
ernising only  in  selling  when  the  properties  become  vacant. 
Thus  a brake  is  continually  being  applied  to  these  schemes. 

It  is  only  in  195  7 under,  the  Housing  Act,  Section  4 that 
Local  Authorities  were  given  a standard  for  fit  or  unfit  houses. 

The  Ministry  should  go  a step  further  and  give  Statutory 
powers  to  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with  all  houses  devoid  of 
these  standard  amenities. 

Modernisation  imaginatively  carried  out  need  not  be  a 
second  best,  these  properties  must  be  modernised.  ft  is  a 
truely  deplorable  state  of  affairs  when  some  estimated  four 
and  a half  million  homes  are  devoid  of  a piped  supply  of 
hot  water,  a fixed  bath  in  a separate  room  and  indoor  toilet 
or  food  store  in  1 96  I . 

The  Ministry  must  accept  that  the  Slum  Clearance  pro- 
gramme heralded  with  fan-fares  and  trumpets  has  largely 
failed.  That  clearance  programmes  locally  and  nationally  have 
fallen  further  in  arrears.  That  house  building  by  Local  Auth- 
orities must  fall  behind  demand  sorely  on  the  grounds  of  all 
the  economic  factors. 

The  answer  must  be  for  the  Ministry  to  pull  its  reluctant 
head  out  of  the  sand  and  give  Local  Authorities  complete 
powers  to  insist  on  modernisation  of  these  properties  what- 
ever their  aesthetic  values.  Only  then  can  the  powers  be 
claimed,  ‘‘we  will  make  a land  fit  for  heroes  to  live  in.” 
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Housing. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected 
Re-inspected 

Number  of  premises  at  which  repairs  and  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out  ... 

Warning  Notices 
Remedied  without  Notice 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  not  complied  with 
Number  of  Houses  in  the  Area 
Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  erected  during  the 
year  by  the  Council 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  privately  in  the 
year  1961 


915 

684 

321 

488 

404 

60 

59 

I 

5.842 

1,750 

152 
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Drainage. 

Drainage  stoppages  dealt  with,  New  Drainage 

connections,  improvements  and  repairs  ...  329 

Disinfections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  29 

Disinfestations  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  16 

The  following  statement  is  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Ministry  : — 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year:  — 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
during  the  year  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  4 72 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  514 

(2)  (a)  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  |2 

(3)  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]£, 

(4)  Closing  Orders  revoked  after  premises  have 

been  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices  ...  ..,  ...  404 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  for  occu- 
pation in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  84 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceeding  under  Sections  9 and  10  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repair 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notice 

( a ) By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

Number  of  Houses  under  Circular  2845 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
were  rendered)  unfit  after  service  lof 
notice 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 
(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 : — 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenements  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit 

4 Housing  Act,  1 957 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  •••  •••  _ ”* 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year 
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24 

24 

24 

24 


60 

59 

59 


6 

6 


120 

104 

517 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A large  quantity  of  tinned  and  other  foods  were  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  following  articles  were  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


35 8T  lbs.  cooked  ham. 

94  tins  beans. 

36  bottles  onions. 

29  tins  pineapples. 

I 2 lbs.  tongue. 

3  tins  grapefruit. 

33  lbs.  chopped  ham. 

3 tins  soup. 

5 tins  hamiburgers 

4 lbs.  luncheon  ham. 

I 30  apricots. 

3 tins  steak  and  kidney. 

I tin  beef  steak. 

8 jars  jam. 

I tin  apricots. 

8 tins  strawberries. 

6 tins  oranges. 

59  tins  peaches. 

71  tins  milk  (various). 

1 2 lbs.  luncheon  meat. 

1 6 tins  stewed  steak. 

2 1 lbs.  minced  beef  loaf. 

1 9 tins  chopped  pork. 

5 tins  beefburgers 
26%  lbs.  cheese. 

1 4 lbs.  flour. 

7 lbs.  sweets. 

6 lbs.  mutton  and  teg  lamb 
1 4 lbs.  minced  pork 

22  jars  prawns. 

76  tins  peas. 


4 tins  fruit  salad. 

40  cream  sponges. 

I 2 tins  tongue. 

29  tins  pears. 

I 2 chickens. 

83  tins  corned  beef. 

2 tins  plums. 

89  tins  luncheon  meat. 

I 32  lbs.  corned  beef. 

I I stale  cakes. 

3 tins  ham. 

I 4 tins  salmon. 

2 tins  creamed  rice. 

2 tins  pork  luncheon  meat. 
73  libs,  jellied  veal. 

1 0 lbs.  hamburgers. 

24  jars  salmon  spread. 

40  lbs.  sausage. 

1 0 tins  steak  and  onions. 

2 1 tins  minced  beef  loaf. 

I I lbs.  bacon. 

4 lbs.  chopped  pork. 

I 2 lbs.  shoulder  ham. 

I 2 tins  cream. 

I 0 tins  pilchards. 

8 tins  minced  steak. 

I 7 tins  stuffed  pork  roll. 

I I lbs.  shoulder  bacon. 

8 pork  pies. 

9 lbs.  liver. 


19 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1961. 


(i) 


Type  of  Property. 

(2)  (S) 


(To  be  completed  only 
if  figures  are  readily 
available) . 


(4) 


(5) 


1 Local 
Authority. 

Dwelling  Housei 
including 
Council  Houses. 

All  other  (in- 
cluding Businesi 
Premises). 

Total  of  Cols. 
(1)  (2)  & (3). 

Agricul 

tural. 

I.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District  

4 

5,842 

439 

6,285 

47 

II.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

3 

2 19 

48 

270 

2 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act  

4 

7 1 5 

72 

791 

36 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g., 
when  visited  prim- 
arily for  some 
other  purpose)  ... 

4 

86 

7 1 

161 

5 

III.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  — including 
re-inspections  

28 

955 

89 

1 .072 

9 

IV.  Number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  (in  Sect. 
II  (which  were  found  to 


be  infested  by : 

(a)  Rats  (Major)  ... 

1 

10 

— 

1 1 

86 
1 O 

(Minor)  ... 

4 

14 

68 

(b)  Mice  (Major)  ... 

— 

3 

9 

1 l 

(Minor)  ... 

2 

87 

25 

1 1 4 

V.  Number  of  Infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A.  ... 

6 

1 14 

102 

in 

2 

4 

12 
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(Figures  should  not 
exceed  those  given  by 
Sect.  IV). 


Type  of  Property. 

(l) 

(2) 

(3) 

00 

(4) 

Local 

Authority. 

Dwelling  House 
(including 
Council  Houses. 

All  other  (in- 
cluding Busines 
Premises). 

Total  of  Cols. 
(1)  (2)  & (8). 

Agricui 

cure. 

VI.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  — including 

re-treatments  

Figures  not  available 

(To  be  completed  only 
if  figures  are  readily 
available). 

VII.  Number  of  cases 
in  which  default  action 
was  taken  following  the 
issue  of  a notice  under 
Sect.  4 of  the  Act 

VIII.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i.e.,  Proofing)  ... 

— 

— 

— 



IX.  Legal  proceedings 

X.  Number  of  “Block” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

control  schemes  carried 
out 

•••  •••  • ••  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  table  as  set  out  above  is  a complete  Report  for  the 
twelve  months  ending  3 1 st  December,  1961.  Additionally, 
two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in  February/ March 
and  September /October  of  1961.  The  following  are  the 
figures: — • 


No.  of 
Manholes. 
Treated.  Prebait. 

February/March  ...  304  46 

September/October  325  62 


Bait  taken 
Poison. 

Small.  Good.  Total 

5!  22  119 

48  32  142 
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All  individual  complaints  during  the  year  were  dealt  with, 
which  entailed  several  visits  by  the  Rodent  Operator  to  one 
single  reported  case. 

Over  the  last  few  years  complaints  in  regard  to  ground 
infestation  makes  heavy  demand  upon  the  Rodent  Operator. 
Undoubtedly,  this  is  caused  by  garages  being  built,  which 
gives  added  breeding  places  for  rodents,  especially  as  there  is 
an  availability  of  food  supplies  in  close  proximity  in  the 
shape  of  compost  heaps. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Total  number  of  Factories  in  the  Area  ...  8 

Total  number  of  workshops  in  the  Area  ...  22 
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The  factories  and  workshops  are  periodically  inspected  in 
order  that  they  comply  with  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Referred  No.  of 
to  H.M.  Prose- 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  cutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  4 4 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 


Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Other  Nuisances  • • • 3 

Insufficient  •••  ••• 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ...  3 4 

Not  separate  for  sexes  •••  

12  11  — — 

Licensed  Slaughtermen.  , , 

Several  applications  were  received  and  granted  y 

Council  during  the  year. 


H.  V.  M.  JONES,  M.B. 


(London),  D.P.H.  (Liverpool). 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LLOYD  G.  HALE,  M.P.H.I.A.,  M.R.S.H.. 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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